Table 1.

Summary of climatic data by months for the 1999-2000 year (September-August) and 30 year averages for the period 1961-1990 at the
Southern Agricultural Research Center near Huntley, Montana.

Precipitation (inches) Total
Current Year (1999-2000) 130 015 062 028 018 183 049 133 146 081 124 0.14 9.83
30 Year Average (1961-1990) 130 103 063 061 056 044 074 132 212 238 114 0.97 13.24
Difference 0.00 -0.88 -001 -033 -038 139 -025 001 -066 -157 0.10 -0.83 -3.41
Mean Temperature (°F) Average
Current Year (1999-2000) 555 477 424 346 252 295 407 475 57.0 627 737 710 49.0
30 Year Average (1961-1990) 570 470 326 218 192 263 345 453 546 634 69.8 68.1 45.0
Difference -15 0.7 98 1238 6.0 3.2 6.2 2.2 2.4 -0.7 3.9 2.9 4.0
Last Killing Frost in Spring” 2000 ... May 14 (31 °F)

30 Yr. Ave. (1961-90).......ccccvivvrreereeerninnnn May 16
First Killing Frost in the Fall” 2000.....ccccieee e September 22 (29 °F)

30 Yr. Ave. (1961-1990).........ccuvveeee. September 19
Frost-free period 2000 ... e 131 days

30 Yr. Ave. (1961-1990).......cccccvvvereeernnnns 126 days

Growing Degree Days (Base 50)

Maximum Summer Temperature

Minimum Winter Temperature

2000: May 1 to September 21........ 2,278 GDD (°F)
30 Yr. Ave. (1961-1990)................. 2,164 GDD (°F)

103 °F on July 14, 2000

-4 °F on January 13, 2000

1/ In this summary, 32 °F is considered a killing frost.
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