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OBJECTIVES:

To evaluate predominately Montana experimental cultivars for yield,
lodging, quality, and disease resistance. Focal points of disease
identification and documentation include stripe and leaf rust and tan spot
reactions, which are common production concerns in northwest Montana.

RESULTS:

Poor emergence and light winterkill resulted in plant populations averaging
89 percent stand survival. However, a cool and dry extended spring resulted
in extensive tillering with moderate disease pressure (tan spot).
Conditions throughout grain fill were hot and dry with ample soil moisture
present, resulting in light lodging pressure and an absence of foliar
diseases. Yields were exceptional ranging from 124 to 166 bu/A with a 36
entry mean of 147 bu/A. Test weights and proteins were average for this
location at 60.2 lbs/bu and 11.7 percent respectively.

SUMMARY

While not conducive to disease inoculation and infestation, climatic

conditions were ideal for genetic yield expression in all cultivars. A 42
bu/A difference existed between the highest (MT9712) and lowest (MTS9873)
yielding cultivars. Progress is apparent in the effort to create and
identify cultivars superior to those currently recommended for production.

FUTURE PLANS:

Experimental winter wheat cultivars will continue to be evaluated at
Kalispell to identify those with high yielding and disease resistance
genetics for production in this region as well as across the state.
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