Table 1. Summary of climatic data by months for 1997-98 crop year (September thru August) and averages for the period 1949-98
at the Northwestem Agricultural Research Center, Kalispell, MT.

Septt Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Totalor

ITEM 1997 1997 1997 1997 1998 1998 1998 1998 1998 1998 1998 1998 Average
Precipitation (inches) 236 094 033 042 077 033 264 180 514 464 118 0.72 21.27
Current Year
Avg. 1949 to 1994-98 159 138 157 163 149 115 119 152 239 298 162 153 20.04
Mean Temperature (F)
Current Year 556 437 330 279 251 330 349 445 541 560 684 656 452
Avg. 1949 to 1994-98 535 432 325 254 223 277 338 432 517 582 640 629 432

Last killing frost in spring

1998 May 19 (31 degrees F)
Avg. 1949-98 May 23 (30 degrees F)

First killing frost in fall

1998 October 5 (30 degrees F)
Avg. 1949-98 September 15 (30 degreesF)

Frost Free Period

1998 139 days
Avg. 1949-98 115 days

Growing Degree Days (base 50):
May 1-Oct. 31, 1998  2056.5 days

Avg. 1949-98 1880.1 days
Maximum summer temperature 92 degrees F on August 6 & 7, 1998
Minimum winter temperature -20 degrees F on January 12, 1998

In this summary 32 degrees is considered a killing frost.



