PROJECT TITLE: The evaluation of winter triticale and winter spelt
selections for yield and quality when grown for
forage production under dryland and irrigated
cropping.

PROJECT LEADER: G.F. Stallknecht and K.M. Gilbertson

PROJECT PERSONNEL: Dr. Donald Salmon, AG Canada, LaCombe, Alberta

OBJECTIVES: To evaluate winter triticale and spelt for forage
yield and quality under dryland and irrigated cropping.

RESULTS: Tables 1 and 2 describe the yield, plant height, and date
of heading data for the 1995 trial. Trical 102 was the only
awnless (awns less than 3/8 inch in length) triticale selection in
the trial, it is also at present the only winter awnless type
available. Trical 102 is a very tall variety averaging 5 feet in
height when at the soft dough stage of growth. while Trical 102
does have strong straw characteristics, at this height the variety
is highly susceptible to lodging, and the lower yields reflect the
effect of 1lodging in 1995. The triticale selections produced
higher yields compared to the spelt selections, however only the
awnless triticale Trical 102 could be harvested for hay since the
other selections all have long stiff awns, whereas all the spelt
selections are completely awnless. The data indicate that
triticale head 5-7 days later than the spelt selections.

SUMMARY: the 1995 data on spelt and triticale forage yields are
similar to the results obtained in 1994. Triticale selections
tended to out yield spelt when harvested at the soft dough stage.
However, with the exception of Trical 102- most triticale cannot be
harvested for hay, but would have to be ensiled as green chop.
Again in 1995 there is a significant forage yield advantage of the
winter spelt over the spring hay barley and oat forage crops. The
protein, ADF & NDF data has not been completed at this time.
However, 1994 data indicated that the percent protein was
significantly higher in spelt forage compared to the barley or oat
hay forages. The 1994 and 1995 data suggests a significant yield
and quality advantage of winter spelt over spring cereals for
forage production.
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