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PROJECT TITLE: SMALL GRAIN VARIETY PERFORMANCE UNDER NO-TILL CONDITIONS AT
TWO FERTILIZER LEVELS.

PROJECT LEADER: R. Berg; Havre, MT

PROJECT PERSONNEL: L. Talbert, Coordinator - Spring Wheat
T. Blake, Coordinator - Barley
"P. King, NARC Research Technician
R. Spicher, Cooperating Landowner

OBJECTIVES: To evaluate small grain varieties regarding their
suitability for no-till recrop production with low and high
fertilizer inputs in northern Montana fields.

RESULTS:

This marked the second year that variety performance with low and high
levels of fertilizer were examined to determine baseline responses and measure
the sustainability of no-till small grain cropping systems. Four off-station
dryland small grain nurseries were established in Hill County testing 20
spring wheat and 15 barley varieties with two nurseries per crop, one with and
one without N, P, and K fertilizer applied at planting. All nurseries were
established on the Rob and Daryl Spicher farm southwest of Hingham on a
location similar to that used for no-till recrop variety and fertilizer trials
conducted since the mid 1980s by Northern Agricultural Research Center. These
trials are designed to test the main effects of crops, varieties, fertilizer
application, and relevant interactions among crops that might suggest which
germplasm was best suited for low to medium and high nutrient field
environments.

Soil, climatic, and management information, are summarized in Table 1.
Limited winter precipitation restricted stored soil moisture to levels that
were borderline for recropping. Soil tests indicated that responses to
fertilizer N, Zn, and possibly K might be expected if adequate moisture was
available. Seed was sown into moderately moist soil but eventually succumbed
as drought continued throughout the spring and early summer.

A calibration error during the first year of this project (spring, 1991)
was discovered after the publication of last year’s report. This resulted in
a discrepancy for N and K rates applied to two of the four nurseries presented
in a portion of this project’s document. Actual rates applied to nurseries
that received fertilizer were 30 1lb/ac each for N and K20 (rather than 60
l1b/ac as mentioned in Table 1 that year). Whereas this does not affect the
data reported in Tables 2 to 5, it does modify estimated yield goals
anticipated at the beginning of the season as well as economic feasibility
calculations discussed within the text.
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SUMMARY :

These research trials were establish and total precipitation in the area
was normal or above. Unfortunately it arrived in July and August and was too
late for these nurseries. Cereal crops in nearby no-till recrop fields
established by the producer also failed this year.

FUTURE PLANS:

This research will not be continued. Severe budget and personnel cuts
targeted for the Montana Agricultural Experiment Station and other state
agencies mandated during two special legislative sessions last year caused
permanent termination of staff at Havre associated with this project (faculty
project leader and technician).
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